
November 13, 2019 
 
Grand Prairie City Council 
317 College St.  
Grand Prairie, Texas 75050 
 
 
Dear City Council, 
 
As manager at Grand Oaks Golf Club for over 18 years and previous long-time Grand Prairie 
resident, I am writing to you about the Grand Oaks Project on behalf of the staff and myself. 
Although we may appear to be afliated with the project by simply being employed here, we feel 
we have our own voice and it deserves to be heard.  While many of our employees are from 
Grand Prairie or reside within the community, even those that commute spend substantial time 
here for shopping, eating, recreation, and quality time with friends and family  We consider this 
city our home.  
 
I support the development for many reasons. I believe that it will bring in more business for the 
golf course plus offer more jobs and benets to all whom we employ from the surrounding area. 
It will also revive and beautify the current aging community and create more durability for the 
neighborhood. Most urgently, it will substantially increase the likelihood that the golf course will 
be able to sustain itself for years and decades to come. 
 
We are a family-owned business that have been operating here since 2001. That is longer than 
any other person or large corporation that has come into ownership, and we are committed to 
staying if we can. But we have to change with the times. Obviously, we hope that these nice 
homes will be a big help in attracting more recurring customers for our business.  
 
We previously had many members but as a result of the TRA shutdown, they relocated to other 
city owned golf courses that offer prices we just can’t compete with - and trust me we try. 
Countless individuals do not understand why we had to abolish our huge clubhouse or tennis 
courts, but they also do not understand the revenue it requires to maintain these luxuries.  We 
have decided to downsize and specialize in what we do best - and that is golf. 
 
These are difficult times for our industry. Since 2003, there’s been a 20% decline in the number 
of people playing golf. Last year alone, more than 200 golf courses closed down.  When a 
course is forced to close, home values near the courses fall by about 25 percent. An article 
entitled The growing problem of community golf course closures can tell you more about this.  
 
During our forced 2.5 year shut down, I learned first-hand how important the course was for the 
community. I was one of the few employees who stayed on board. I felt unsafe being here 
alone.  Very often I had to call the police due to homeless people, break ins, and vandalization 
of the property.  Currently the former clubhouse and tennis courts that drained the business of 

https://realtybiznews.com/the-growing-problem-of-community-golf-course-closures/98755213/


money are total eyesores.  The community that is being proposed can replace them and make 
The Oaks Grand again!   It seems that Grand Prairie is growing and reviving everywhere else 
except in our area.  It would be nice to see this type of development in our community as well. 
 
If there are concerns that the golf course will shut down once the homes are built let me leave 
you with this:  Why didn’t we walk away with a little bit of money from the TRA when we were 
forced to shut down?  Why would we invest all of this time and money into a brand new 
clubhouse and maintain a golf course for over two years only to build homes and then close it 
down?  This is the livelihood not only for the owners but also for all of us employees who have 
families to support.  
 
We have heard some concerns that this development will lead to more traffic. While we 
understand this, we know that this can be handled. Our previous clubhouse, which we have 
closed, often hosted large events with hundreds of visitors at a time. This development will 
primarily attract retirees and others interested in the golf lifestyle. We think this will be a great 
addition to the community, with much less impact on traffic than we created a few years ago.  
 
Nearly all of the employees we hire derive from Grand Prairie schools and they repeatedly come 
back to converse about their “favorite rst job!”  I met my husband at the golf course and several 
of my best friends that were in/at my wedding graduated from South.  Our nest memories are 
from our time together at the golf course. Besides that we love being here, my husband and I 
bring our two sweet girls often to make memories and we want to continue making these 
memories for a lifetime.  
 
Please help us make the Grand Oaks Project happen. These high-quality homes will be a great 
addition for the community. The likely alternative, an empty former golf course, will benefit 
nobody.  I appreciate any help and thank you for all that you do. 
 
 
A Concerned Commuter, 
 
 
 
Courtney Smith 


